D

S Systems, Inc.

New Manufacturing Facility in Huntsville

Helping Support Soldiers

tional integration of shelter, utilities,

electronic communications, and tactical
mobility, DHS Systems recently held a rib-
bon cutting event to mark the transitioning
of some of its manulacturing and system
integration operations to the Huntsville area.

The new 130,000 square foot state-of-the-
art facility is located adjacent to Interstate 63
in the City of Huntsville in Limestone
County in the 260-acre SouthPoint Business
Park and manufactures and integrates the
company's shelter support trailers and relat-
ed equipment currently fielded (o all branch-
es of the military. The facility also supports
the company’s global logistics requirements
and sales and manufacturing of its
Deployable Command and Control Equip-
ment (DC2F) communications systetn.
Currently 120 people are employed at

Internationally recognized for its excep-

the facility with expectations that the number
will increase to 150 people employed by
summer 2008, DHS expects to manufacture
more than $100 million of military equip-
ment during 2008,

DHS Systems purchased the building in
2005 in anticipation of increased orders for
the companys Deployable Rapid Assembly
Shelters (DRASH) and their accompanying
support tratlers. DRASH is a durable, rapidly-
deployable shelter that has been used by the
military and non-governmeru agencies for
mote than 20 years. The systems are supported
by trailers that provide electrical power and
environmental control that can operate in tem-
peratures from -50 to +131 degrees Fahrenheit.

Company CEOQ and Founder A. Jon
Prusmack emphasized in his address that the
company not cnly has a financial obligation,
but a moral obligation as well.

LR Hunsvifle Maynr Loretto Sparcer; OHS Systems President/CED A, Jon Prsmack; BHS-Hunisvile Generol Maroger Brig. Gen. (Ret.) Jerry
Mchbee; Limestone County Commission Chair David Sibert; and Chomber Econamic Davelapment Vice Chaik Don Nulfey cut the sibban on the DHS”
monufacturing focility.
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“All businesses have an economic obliga-
tion to shareholders and investors. All busi-
nesses have a quality obligation to cus-
tomers. But only one business has a moral
obligation. Why is that? We serve the sol-
dier. Whatever we do has to work every
time, every time, all the time. Fatlure is not
an optionn. We have a moral obligation to
build the best, and you can only build the
best when you have the best people.”

Prusmack praised Huntsville Mayor
Loretta Spencer and the Chamber of
Commerce of Huntsville/Madison County
for their roles in helping lure the company
to Huntsville.

“The real secret of why we are back here
is Mayor Spencer. I met her at a show and
she started to talk to me, and when she
started 1o talk, she started to sell, and when
she started to sell, you couldn't say ‘no’. She
followed up with that with a visit to New
York, and came 10 our facility in
Orangeburg and said, “You have to come
down to Alabama.’ Mayor, you did a terrific
job, and we’re here,” Prusmack said.

“1 also want to thank the work that the
Chamber of Commerce of Huntsville/
Madison County did for us. [Chamber
Industrial Development Director] Steve
Finnell, [Chamber President/CEQ] Brian
Hilson, they were very gracious in showing
us around. Steve took me here, he took me
there and in the end, this [building] popped
up and we jumped at it,” he said.

Spencer said she has long been familiar
with DHS Systerns and praised the commit-
ment of company leaders focused on
expanding in the community and recalls
meeting with Prusmack.

“When Jon came to Huntsville and I vis-
ited him in one of these tents, I called over
to the Chamber and said, ‘Get over here
quick, we've got a hot one,” she said. “I
appreciate the fact that we are lucky enough
to get a quality company o come here. Its
not just jobs for Huntsville, its jobs for all of

continued on page 44




hamber on the Road,
continued from page 35

DHS Systems Inc. in Huntsville wili manufocture the compony’s shelter support trailers and related equipment that is currently utilized by soldiers
from oll branches of the military. The facility will lso support the company’s globat logistics requirements ond seles and manufacturing of its
Deployable Command and Contrel Equipment (DC2E} communications system.
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North Alabama and Scuthern Tennessee.
Because you don’t mind driving to work for
a great company, and that’s what we are vis-
iting today.”

In fact, after Mayor Spencer’s initial con-
tact, the Chamber coordinated several visits
in New York at the company’s headquarters,
including one with Mayor Spencer and
another with Madison County Commission
Chair Mike Gillespie on a trip that coincid-
ed with a Chamber marketing trip at the
sarme time.

Don Natley, the Chambers vice chair for
economic development, praised the com-
munity for its teamwork in pursuing and
growing economic development opportuni-
ties.

“This is one of those examples of Leam
Huntsvilles continuous and never ending
focus on economic development opportuni-
ties,” he said. “The effor: to close the deal by
various members of the Chamber, city,
county and even state representatives has
been continuous since that time. We're
proud to have DHS Systems in Huntsville,
another great company with innovative
products supporting our young men and
women that are fighting to maintain our
security across the world.”

McAbee spoke about the facilities’
employees’ unique southern work ethic.

“I admire and respect the integrity and
work ethic of the state and its people. We
have assembled a good group of people to
work in this facility These are men and
women that § would go to war with if T was
still in uniform,” he said. “Our people live,
worship and go to school in these local
communities. We're committed to being
good neighbors and to making the very best
pTOdUC[S for our service men and WOImen.
All of us are mindful, every day, that our
products support soldiers and Marines in
Iraq and Afghanistan.”

The new manufacturing facility includes
a sophisticated monorail system, which
takes a product from welding, washing and
painting, down the line to final assembly. It
also features modern, climate-controlled
offices with teleconlerencing, video and
state-of-the-art information technology
equipment. While shelter manufacturing
operations wil! remain in DHS Systems
headquarters in New York, the company
began moving its trailer operations from
Orangeburg to Huntsville during the first
quarter of 2007.

About 145 guests and employees attend-
ed the event, including another inftuential
person with the company, according te
Prusmack.

“I want to acknowledge Tirn Taets. Tim
was our first employee down here. T met



Tim while he was in the Army. He retired,
came here, got a joh with Kess and when we
came down herc in 2001 and looked
around and said 1hat we thought we should
l[ollow Mayor Spencerk advice and set up an
vperation down heve, he heard that we were
locking for seme people, came to me and
said, T hear you wv locking for some good
gays.” Tsaid, Tany louking for one good guy,
do you have a list?" And he said, Tm you're
list.” The rest is hisiery,” Prusmack said. “We
hired Tim. We had no office, we had noth-
ing here. So he opersted out of his car.
Found the facility next to Jacksons Family
restaurant and we siarted to build a pres-
ence here. Tim, | wani (o thank you because
you were very snsiramental.”™

Prusmack wnd MoAbee are both very
open with their plians lor growth.,

“Our vision i~ that we wilf be in the next
three or four years o half a billion dollar
business,” Prusmack said. “How are we
going to do thau! A vombination of organic
product growth. v example, cur DC2E. In

Brig. Gen. (Ret.} Jewy McAbss, the general
moenages for the Huntsville foility, discusses
the growth ond futore plans for DHS
Systerns. Below — DHS amployees illystrate
the eose with which the company's
Deploycble Rapid  Assembly  Shelters
(DRASH) can be operationdl,

2005, it was an idea. In 2007, $14 million
in sales. Absoluicly teirilic. Acquisitions, we
have a couple ol :quisitions that we are

looking at. We hope (hay by the end of 2008
we will be one thid o more on our way
toward that hall u Inllion dotlar goal.”

* John Southerland
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