


USARAF FCE provides worldwide communications capability

“Col. Joe Angyal and his G-6 staff have done a wonderful job and none of this would have happened without
the support of Headquarters Department of the Army. So we definitely want to thank them,” Hogg added.

Recently, USARAF communications Soldiers with the FCE took on the challenges that new electronics can pose.
The new system provides worldwide communications capability along with the added ability to work from a
remote location with few amenities.

With the ECP, USARAF can deploy its FCE within 72 hours of receiving a deployment order from U.S. Africa
Command. While the limited size of the ECP can only facilitate up to 20 users, it can easily scale up to support
50 users with additional tents or building space. This gives USARAF the ability to quickly deploy a small
element in support of a Non-combatant Evacuation (NEO) or Humanitarian Assistance/Disaster Relief (HADR)
mission, with the full suite of communications systems required to conduct initial coordination with an embassy,
gain situational awareness, and C2 subordinate units.

Spc. James Lagerstrom, an information technology specialist assigned to USARAF, deploys with the ECP as one
of the Soldiers ensuring its communications gear is set up and operational.

“Wherever we go … we can communicate,” Lagerstrom said. “We have Internet and even have video
teleconference ability, as well as being highly mobile.”

In August the FCE will get a chance do a live shake down test of its communications equipment at Aviano Air
Base, Italy. The DEPEX in August will be USARAF’s first opportunity to exercise the deployment of the ECP,
including loading it on an Air Force aircraft and flying it to a mission area.
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