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Medical readiness training exercises
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provide a win-win situation

By Lorraine Murphy
DHS Systems LLC

Humanitarian assistance ex-
ercises have long been a key
component of the efforts of
U.S. military forces stationed
around the world - offering aid
to impoverished areas and al-
lowing troops to practice the
execution of various types of
operations.

One example of this can be seen
in United States Southern Com-
mand’s (SOUTHCOM) area of re-
sponsibility, where personnel have
been conducting medical readiness
training exercises, also known as
MEDRETEs, for nearly 20 years.

Part of SOUTHCOM’s efforts
to promote security and stability
across the Americas, MEDRETEs,
which are regularly held across
Central America and the Caribbean,
have proven imperative to enhanc-

ing U.S. relations throughout the re-

gion while providing military medi-
cal personnel with the skills they’ll
need during a real-life mission.

Preparation for a Real-World

Situation
MEDRETEs are SOUTHCOM-
sponsored exercises designed to

improve U.S. personnel’s ability
to treat patients in an austere en-

ing foreign nations while further training U.S. military officials.

vironment while working with
foreign military forces and agen-
cies to provide free medical care
to local civilians. First conducted
by SOUTHCOM subordinate Joint
Task Force-Bravo’s Medical Ele-
ment in Honduras in 1993, today’s
exercises include personnel sta-
tioned throughout the region, as
well as participants, often from
the National Guard and Reserve,
from military installations across
the United States.The program has
also evolved to include exercises
in Nicaragua, Dominican Republic,
Columbia, Costa Rica and Panama.
During MEDRETES, military
medical personnel are given the
task of establishing a temporary
clinic, complete with the equip-
ment and supplies needed to treat
patients. Once inside the clinic,

troops may be expected to per-
form a wide of range of treat-

Since the program’s inception nearly 20 years ago, SOUTHCOM has con-
ducted more than 225 MEDRETEs and treated more than 328,000 pa-

tients. Such numbers have helped the program meet its objective of aid-

ments, from general and preven-
tive medicine to dental care to
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optometry, alongside local officials.

Surgical teams also participate
in the exercises, assisting in
such procedures as plastic
surgery for cleft lip and pal-
ate and burns, hand recon-
struction and orthopedic
surgery.

One Mission, Many Benefits
Since the program’s in-
ception nearly 20 years ago,
SOUTHCOM has conducted more

(see LOOKING paGE 52)

Mirrors for Combat Vehicles
Mirrors for Trucks and Buses

Qdending Your Eye for Sare
b

4 j.f Mirror Lite Company
c,
L=
email: service@mirrorliteco.com
web site: www.mirrorliteco.com

800-843-4981

inspect, detect & Protect

Mirrors for Security & Inspections
Mirrors for Warehouses and Arsenals

Adjustable
Shoulder Strap

Twist-Adjust
Cushioned
Hand Grip

Scratch and
Shatter-Resistant

Acrylic Lens
Lock-Stud

Telescopic Arm

Adjustable
Flashlight
Clamp

g
.rfi.:'

THE U.S. ARMY’S

STANDRARD INTEGRATED

COMMRAND POST SYSTEM (SICPS)

LIN (Medium)
NSHN (Medium

NSHN (Medium Green): 83

More than 44
Setupinm

fF Y Fr 3
=== SWASTIIEIVIS TP

A DHS TECHNOLOGIES COMPANY

1-877-GO-DRASH

drash@drash.com

www.drash.com

LIN [Large): F




92 * THE GRIFFON - Spring 2010 www.thegriffon108.com

MO -

pNitary o ansodms L
nSupply

817-457-6000
Recreations of WWII arms built in Semi-auto and fully transferable

Russian
PPSh-41

Russian
PPS-43

All semi-autos are built using original parts modified to BATF
specs. Ready to transfer to your dealer and take to the range.

S —

Comercial pistols " ‘ ’ )
from Colt péll:ﬂ:k AR's available from Colt,

: i Bushmaster, Rock River,
ringfield just to name a few ¥ L
Spring J Olympic Arms and many more

www.MilitaryGunSupply.com

We are the leading Wholesaler and Retailer of military,
Curio/Relic firearms and ammunition in North Texas.
From the Old Guard to the Cold War. Firearms, Militaria and
surplus. We also stock a wide range of modern arms and
Tactical accessories. Special orders are our specialty.
Local military visit our retail outlet for same as web pricing.
Shop our wholesale website or call for any of your needs.

www.MilitaryGunSupply.com

DMS GEAR was founded to provide superior quality prod-
ucts and low prices to support our troops and true Ameri-
can heroes who maintain our rights to live in freedom.

We are focused on providing high-quality service and cus-
tomer satisfaction - we will do everything we can to meet
your expectations.

With a variety of offerings for the Military or anyone just
seeking camouflage items. We are sure you'll be happy
working with us.

We encourage you to visit other suppliers of the similar
items that we offer and compare our prices to theirs; we
are sure that you will find our products are superior qual-
ity and our prices to be the lowest around.

DMS GEAR  www.dmsgear.com

MILITARY, CAMOUFLAGE,
LAW ENFORCEMENT &

EMS CLOTHING & GEAR

David Story
Phone: 770-722-7954
Fox: 770-726-7182

david@dmsgear.com

Looking to the future
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than 225 MEDRETEs and treated
more than 328,000 patients. Such
numbers have helped the program
meet its objective of aiding foreign
nations while further training U.S.
military officials.

MEDRETEs bring highly-skilled
doctors, dentists, nurses and other
medical personnel to some of
the most isolated areas of Central
America and the Caribbean, pro-
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viding care to thousands of people
living in countries that at times lack
the money to afford sufficient staff,
equipment, medicine and supplies
in their medical facilities.

U.S. personnel, in turn, are given
the chance to work in conditions
similar to those they would experi-
ence during a disaster relief mis-
sion, or while deployed to Iraq or
Afghanistan.

By working alongside foreign
officials, such as the Ministry of
Health and other government and
civilian agencies, U.S. military medi-
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cal personnel learn to take part in
joint operations regardless of any
language barriers. Soldiers are often
provided with less technically-ad-
vanced equipment from those used
in the United States as well, forcing
them to use techniques no longer
commonly used to treat patients in
the U.S.

Forward-Deployed Facilities
While performing among such
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the need for any special tools, and
be equipped with generators, en-
vironmental control units, lighting
and other support equipment to
create a fully operational medical
facility.

Most recently, in December, JTF-
Bravo’s Mobile Surgical Team set
up a DRASH medical facility to
perform minor “surgeries” during a
training exercise at Soto Cano Air
Base.The shelters were outfitted

with all of the tools needed to treat
patients, including medical equip-
ment and cots, as well as a 40-kilo-
watt generator.

Looking to the Future

As the United States military con-

tinues its global presence, humani-
tarian assistance programs and ex-
ercises will continue to be crucial
to enhancing U.S. relations around
the world.
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In Central America, SOUTHCOM
has proven that real-life response
and recovery missions, such as
the current relief efforts taking
place in Haiti following January’s
devastating earthquake in Port-au-
Prince, as well as joint exercises
like MEDRETES, can aid impover-
ished parts of the world while also
preparing personnel for future mis-
sions at home and on the battle-
field.

disparities in culture and technol-
ogy provides personnel with sig-
nificant lessons to bring to future
missions, perhaps the greatest ex-
perience gained, however, comes
from creating an aseptic environ-
ment in which they can treat pa-
tients regardless of the surrounding
area.Though health officials often
allow medical staff to use space in
permanent, pre-existing facilities,
such as local schools and hospitals,
some exercises call for personnel to
set up a mobile facility that could
be transported to even the most
remote areas of Central America
and the Caribbean in the event of a
disaster.

One mobile facility regularly
deployed as part of MEDRETES is
the Deployable Rapid Assembly
Shelter, more commonly known as
DRASH.The soft-walled shelter sys-
tem, which is one of the standard
systems in use by U.S. Military Aid
Stations, FSTs and C-Meds around
the world, can be set up by minimal
personnel within minutes without
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